












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































KILL '679 KNIGHT 

this is not the general acceptation. In 
Hadden v. People, 25 N. Y. 372, it was 
held that procuring intoxication of a sea
man, with the design of thereby getting 
him on board ship without his consent, 
'and then taking him on board in that 
condition, was kidnapping, under the 
New York revised statutes. 

No clear, uniform distinction can be 
suggested between the meanings of " ab
duction " and" kidnapping." It seems 
probable that abduction was at first em
ployed, because kidnapping was used of 
children only, and that more recently 
kidnapping has been used in a broader 
sense in this respect, so that the two are 
now equivalents. 

It is not necessary, to constitute the crime 
of kidnapping, that p,hysical force or vio· 
lence should be used on the person kid· 
napped. Falsely exciting fears by threats, 
fraud, &c., amounting substantially to a 
coercion of the will, is sufficient. Moody v. 
People, 20 Ill. 315. 

In order to constitute kidnapping a child 
under ten years of age, it is not necessary 
that actual force and violence should be 
used; nor is a transportation to a foreign 
country necessary to the completion of the 
offence. State v. Rollins, 8 N. H, 550. 

KILL, v. To deprive of life. 
It is appropriate to express privation 

of life of any and all beings; if taking 
human life, distinctively, is intended, 
homicide (q. v.) is the appropriate tech
nical word. 

KILL, n. 1. A Dutch word, signify
ing a channel or bed of the river, and 
hence the river or stream itself. It is 
found used in this sense in descriptions 
of land in old conveyances. French II. 
Carhart, 1 N. Y. 96. 

2. An Irish word, signifying a church 
or cemetery, which is used as a prefix to 
the names of many places in Ireland. 
Encyc. Lond. 

KIN; KINDRED. Relationship of 
persons; and, generally, lawful relation
ship by blood. Also, persons related to 
any individual; blood relatives. See 
CONSANGUINlTY; NEXT OF KIN; RELA
TIVE. 

Whenever a legislature in this country 
uses a term, defining it, which is 
well known in the English law, it must be 
understood in the sense of the English law. 
Thus, terms of kindred, when used in It 
statute, include only legitimate kin, unless 
a different intention is clearly manifested. 
McCool v. Smith, 1 Black, 459. 

The word kindred, in Me. Laws 1821, ch. 
38, § 19, means lawful kindred. Hughes v. 
Decker, 38 Me. 153. 

KING. The male sovereign of a 
country or nation under a monarchical 
form of government; a monarch or po
tentate, who rules singly and sovereignly 
over a people, or has the highest power 
and rule in the land. 

In England, the king (or queen) is the 
person in whom the supreme executive 
power is vested. The statutes of parlia
ment, so often quoted in American 
jurisprudence, are generally cited by the 
name and year of the sovereign in whose 
reign they were passed. See a table of 
the dates of accessions and deaths, under 
REGNAL YEARS. 

For some compounds in which" king" 
is by usage changed to " queen" during 
a woman's reign, such as king's counsel, 
king's evidence, &c., see QUEEN. 

KINGDOM. A country or territorial 
jurisdiction subject to a monarchical 
government. 

KLEPTOMANIA. A form of in
sanity, consisting in an irresistible im
pulse to steal. 

KNIGHT. A degree or title in Eng
lish law, being the next personal dignity 
below. the nobility. Bouvier. A com
moner of rank, originally one that bore 
arms, who, for his martial powers, was 
raised above the ordinary rank of gentle
man. Mozley §r W.Knighthood: the 
character, degree, or dignity of knights. 
Wharton. 

The following different classes or 
kinds of knights are mentioned: 

A knight.of the order of St. George, 
or of the garter. This order is believed, 
to have been instituted by Edward III. 
in 1344. 

A knight-banneret: who ranks after 
privy councillors and judges; and, un
less created by the king in person in the 
field, under royal banners, in time of 
open war, he ranks after baronets. 

A knight of the order of the bath: 
an order instituted by King Henry IV. 
They are so called from the ceremony 
formerly observed of bathing the night 
before their creation. 

A knight-bachelor: the most ancient, 
though the lowest, order of knighthood. 

A knight of the order of St. Michael 
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and St. George: a~ order instituted 
the 27th of April, 1818, for the United 
States of the Ionian Islands, and for the 
ancient sovereignty of Malta and its de
pendencies. This order is often con
ferredon persons who have distinguished 
themselves in the colonies and depen-
dencies of the British Empire. . 

A knight of the thistle: an order in
stituted by King Achias, of Scotland, 
and re-established by Queen Anne on 
the 31st of December, 1703. 

A knight-marshal: an officer in the 
king's house, formerly having jurisdic
tion and cognizance of transgressions 
within the king's house and verge, and 
of contracts made there. 

A knight of the shire: a gentleman 
of worth chosen by the freeholders of a 
shire, otherwise called knight of parlia
ment. Two knights or gentlemen of 
property are elected by the freehold
ers of a county to represent them in 
parliament. In times of old, they were 
required to be real knights, girt with 
the sword; but now notable esquires may 
be chosen. They were required to possess, 
as a qualification to be chosen, not less 
than £600 per annum of freehold estate; 
but, at the present day, all property 
qualifications in members of parliament 
have been removed. 

Knight-service. A species of feudal 
t.enure, which differcd very slightly from a 
pure and perfect feud, being entirely of a 
military nature; and it was the first, most 
universal, and most honorable of the feudal 
tenures. To make a tenure by knight-ser
vice, a determinate quantity of land was 
necessary, which was called a knight's fee 
(foodum militare), the measure of which was 
estimated ·at twelve fIOugh.lands. (Spelm. 
219; 2 Co. fnst. 596. Braum. 

KNOWINGLY. Knowingly, in a stat
ute imposing. a penalty upon any on,!l who 
shall" knowmgly sell, supply," &c., means 

actual personal knowledge. Verona, &c. 
Cheese Factory v. Murtaugh, 4 Lans. 17. 

That the term knowingly, applied in 
criminal law to the intent with which an 
act is done or omitted, imports only a knowl
edge that the facts exist which bring the 
act or omission within the prohibition of 
the law, and does not require any knowl
edge of the prohibition, see IJ.ep. N. Y. Penal 
Code, § 767. 

The fine imposed by the U. S. postal 
law on any person who shall knowingly and 
wilfully obstruct or retard the passage of 
themail.isincurred by one who serves a 
warrant in a civil suit against a mail car· 
rier, notwithstanding he may have acted in 
ignorance of the law of congress. United 
States v. Barney, 3 Am. Law J. 128. 

The word knowingly, in section 3169 of 
the U. S. revised statutes, which provides 
that" every officer or agent appointed and 
acting under the authority of any revenue 
law of the United States ... who know
ingly demands other or greater sums than 
are authorized by law, or receives any fee, 
compensation, or reward, except as by law 
prescribed, ... shall be punished, &c.,
means something more than what is implied 
in the legal presumption that every person 
must know the law. A person, to be con
victed under this statute, must have violated 
the law knowingly; the fact that he de
manded or received an excess of money 
prescribed by law is not of itself sufficient 
to warrant a conviction. United States v. 
Highleyman, 22 Int. Rev. Rec. 138. 

The words "knowingly and wilfully," 
in section 96 of the internal revenue act of 
1868, relating to the construction of a dis
tillery, do not imply a criminal intent; and 
one who fails therein to prevent the ab
straction of spirits passing from the worm 
to the cistern is liable to the penalty, 
though not intending to defraud the rev
enue. United States ". McKinn, 3 Pittsb. 
155. 

KNOWN. A statute prescribing that 
a claimant of a lien shall state, in his 
n.otice of his claim, the name of the owner 
of the property, "if known," is not limited 
to cases of absolute knowledge. If the 
lienor has information and belief, he should 
state the fact accordingly. Story i>. Buffum, 
8 Allen, 35. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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